
 

 

 
 

 
World Aquatics Development Department 
 
 

World Aquatics Members 

Lausanne, 10 March 2026 

 
Re: World Aquatics International Swimming Coaches Certification Course - Age 
Group Coach 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
We are pleased to share with you the following information concerning the 
organisation of the World Aquatics International Swimming Coaches' Certification 
Course - Age Group Coach. Tailored for coaches of 8- to 12-year-old athletes, this 
course delivers education designed to foster age-appropriate skill development 
and training strategies that support the holistic growth of young athletes. 
 
The course will include both E-Learning and Face-to-Face Course, with the Face-
to-Face Course scheduled to take place in Cali, Colombia (COL), from 27 April to 1 
May 2026. Information related to the course can be found below: 
 
Course description: 

• The objective of the World Aquatics Coaches' Certification Programme is to 
develop highly qualified coaches, equipping them with the expertise, 
professional credibility, and internationally recognized standards needed to 
excel at coaching. 

• The World Aquatics International Swimming Coaches' Certification Course – 
Age Group Coach Course is intended for coaches who train athletes aged 8 to 
12 years of age. 

• The maximum number of participants on this course is 20. 
• The course will be delivered in English. 

 
Eligibility and Pre-requisites 

• The World Aquatics International Swimming Coaches' Certification Course – 
Age Group Coach is open to all the National Federations interested in 
educating and certifying their coaches. 

• Participants must be at least 18 years old at the start of the World Aquatics 
Coaches Certification Programme. 

• The Participants must meet the following criteria: 
o Minimum of 2 years of relevant coaching experience. 
o Minimum intermediate level of English. 
o Must have a clean background, free from any disciplinary actions, 

criminal records, or history of doping offences. 
o Must be nominated by their National Federations. 

 
Nomination and Application: 
a) Nomination 

• Each National Member Federation may nominate up to 2 coaches for this 
course. All participants must be nominated by 24 March 2026 in the GMS 
using your federation login details. 

• Each profile must include the following information: personal data, 



 

 

photo, passport copy, and the candidate’s personal email address. 
Any application without all the above-mentioned information will be 
rejected. 

• If you require any assistance with the registration, please contact heli-
maija.koukkari@worldaquatics.com  

 
b) Selection 

• In addition to completing the GMS registration, participants will be evaluated 
based on the established participants' criteria. Therefore, the National 
Federation is also requested to submit the coach’s Curriculum Vitae (CV) 
written in English via email to heli-maija.koukkari@worldaquatics.com by 24 
March 2026. 

 
Approval: 

• Following nomination by the National Federation, World Aquatics will review 
the applications and confirm the approved participants by 25 March 2026.  

 
Course information: 
 
Course Start: 30 March 2026 at 14:00 CET, beginning with a Kick-Off Meeting 
Course End: 10 May 2026, by which all learning materials should be studied, and all 
assignments and exams completed. 
 
The course consists of the following components: 
 
A) Kick-Off Meeting 

• Prior to the online course, World Aquatics will host a 1.5-hour online meeting 
with approved participants on 30 March 2026 at 14:00-15:30 CET. 

• Participation in the meeting is mandatory for all approved participants. 
 
B) E-Learning Course 

• The course includes 20 hours of self-paced e-learning. Participants are 
required to complete all e-learning modules prior to the Face-to-Face 
Course. 

 
C) Face-to-Face Course Arrival: 26 April 2026 

Start of the Course: 27 November 2026 at 10:00 am 
End of the Course: 1 May 2026 at 18:00 pm 
Departure: 2 May 2026 

 
Assessment: 

• The language of assessments will be English. 
• To pass the course and become certified, a participant must meet the criteria 

and attend the full Course, including the Kick-Off Meeting, E-Learning Course 
and the Face-to-Face Course. He/she must complete all the assignments and 
pass the E-Learning Course and the assessments available on the Learning 
Platform. In addition, he/she must pass all the practical coaching 
assessments during the Face-to-Face Course.  

 
Important note: 
World Aquatics makes a reasonable effort to plan and conduct the courses as 
described in the present document. However, please note that changes, including 
postponing or cancellation of the World Aquatics courses, might take place in case 
the minimum number of participants is not reached. 
 
Insurance: 
Please ensure that your participants' health/travel insurance covers the country of 
the Course.  
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Fees: 
Coaches who meet the participants' criteria may be eligible to receive a World 
Aquatics Scholarship, subject to selection by World Aquatics. This scholarship 
covers the following: 

• Access to the e-learning platform and E-Learning Course materials 
• Participation in all Face-to-Face Course 
• Full-board, twin-room accommodation from 26 April to 2 May 2026 
• Local transportation, including airfare transfer on the arrival and departure 

day 

Kindly note that the World Aquatics Scholarships do not include coverage of airfare, 
participant insurance, or potential visa costs. 

If a coach who meets the participants' criteria is not eligible for a World Aquatics 
Scholarship but still wishes to attend the course, the full course fee and travel 
expenses must be covered either by the individual or their National Federation. 
Placement for non-scholarship participants is subject to availability, after all 
scholarship recipients have been confirmed by 25 March 2026. Please note that in 
this case the course fee must be paid in full prior to attendance by 27 March 2026. 

The cost of the course is USD 2’500 per participant who does not receive a World 
Aquatics Scholarship. 

• This includes access to the e-learning platform, E-Learning Course materials, 
participation in full Face-to-Face Course and full-board, twin-room 
accommodation from 26 April to 2 May 2026. 

 
Please note that the National Federations are responsible for booking and covering 
the travel expenses of their selected participants. 
 

Travel Information: 
Arrival Airport: Alfonso Bonilla Aragón International Airport (IATA: CLO), Cali, Colombia 
(COL). 

Due to the limited number of places, we kindly ask you not to book any flight tickets 
until your participants have been officially approved. 

Please provide World Aquatics with the arrival and departure details of the approved 
participant at heli-maija.koukkari@worldaquatics.com by 7 April 2026. 

Visa support: 
Please contact World Aquatics Office heli-maija.koukkari@worldaquatics.com if you  
require visa assistance. The visa costs need to be covered either by the individual or 
their National Federation. 
 
Programme: 
Detailed programme of the course will be distributed to selected participants. 
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World Aquatics Contact: 
Heli-Maija Koukkari 
Email: heli-maija.koukkari@worldaquatics.com 
 
We strongly believe that the World Aquatics International Swimming Coaches' 
Certification Course – Age Group Coach will powerfully contribute to the 
development of our sport. 
 
We remain available should you need any further information. 
 
Respectfully yours, 

 
Morgane Gaultier 
Director 
Development and Athletes’ Services 

mailto:heli-maija.koukkari@worldaquatics.com

	Course description:
	Eligibility and Pre-requisites
	 The World Aquatics International Swimming Coaches' Certification Course – Age Group Coach is open to all the National Federations interested in educating and certifying their coaches.
	 Participants must be at least 18 years old at the start of the World Aquatics Coaches Certification Programme.
	 The Participants must meet the following criteria:
	o Minimum of 2 years of relevant coaching experience.
	o Minimum intermediate level of English.
	o Must have a clean background, free from any disciplinary actions, criminal records, or history of doping offences.
	o Must be nominated by their National Federations.
	Nomination and Application:
	Approval:
	Course information:
	Assessment:
	Insurance:
	Travel Information:
	Visa support:
	Programme:
	World Aquatics Contact:

